Partial undated manuscript entitled 
''SegmeDt II - Bright Callege Years" 
by Geoi^e Swetnam (1904 - 1999) 



» iTiis material is not eBp)Tij^ed« 



See^ent II — Bright Cone.e^e Yeai-s 
Chapter 1 (xjlumbia 



After the t^inlly brsskUT5, >!otTier, W-i,It^?r ar^d I stayed on for 
th« sumner of t922 iri the "big house at the .^lehnol at Vhl tesbuiTg . 
.^'Qbociy else v?i£ reaijy to t^ovs in, and it sepr-^s to be one of the 
pefqtilsites of the prevlotis year's ta3i=hitTi£« We had a gooti gar- 
den ^ and I w^.s begl?3-'ttig to get hlotg ret-irns fron 'ay vritlng for 
]bhe engineering .ind mechanical mag-^zinss^ T think Walter v.as 
selling soiue things, too, 

AlzDoat iTinedlately Mother suffered a severe bre^kdoi-n, vttb 
continoGd and ■noslous uterine bleeding* '.^'e provided vh^t eouid 
In the line of invalid care, and began ulanntng for our edacation« 
^Through a Christian Endeavor ■^.oclety fornied at OWj*>n's Siiggestion 
we met Wilkes Der.dy/ i.-ho was -lanning to enter Golnnbia Theological 
Senin^ry, and vrote for a catilog. It ^-^s a Presbyterian school 
!ind ve ve-e "Caanbellites" (nre-bers of the Disciples of Christ^ 
but we had attended a IT sorts of churches as -we grev ud , ^nd were 

.... ...^f.. . ..... ...... 

of any denomination, and charged no tuition. And vere delighted 
to ^?ee it offered ?:ebrev, vhich tiu^^Ii^Ql us, seeininE a vefy 
exotic language* 

I iiad also written to 'EmestTs old school, Johnson Bible 
College, near Knoxville. Brnest, before droDping out^ had done a 
great deal of voric, on the firin and teaching in its -cadeny. They 
agreed to honor this, which would pay tuition, board and roon 
for me for three semesters , b:it Waiter liked ColuFibia -^nd I de-- 
cided to go along vith Mm. 



W.^iter h"4d long slnae fetlz. the Cill* ?aul*s "W-Qe Is me if I 
pre.?ich aoz the gospe^^ t^lOug^l tie didn't t-ilk rmrh ibout it* I 
nQver did and neve?" hive, hut preaching seeneii like a good pro- 
fession, and within reach* 

Columbia w-as essentially a graduit^ school, bat since some 
pr^*sb7teries se^t men vith Yery little educlttion, there --'ere no 
entrance requirements- After 3 little correspondence ">■■& vere 
accented. 

Oli^sses ^-ere to begin abcLtt Sept, 20, b^jtt ¥alter and I vent 
over a couple of veelts earl^, to find a place for Mother* vho 
had beoorae little better* Shirley ^-^rae jEiA^to look after her 
and get her on the train. Walter ^nd I rst^^yed at ths YMCA, and 
E STiffered i brief bout (a fev sT^ys ) of dengue, or "breakbone 
fever," carried by Taosq?:iitde>., ^-hich ■"■-as esideinlc at the ncment* 
W-alter found ind rented a ^m^ll bouse four wiles froT; Col'isftbia 
on a trolley line* There -"-^as a Lutheran serr.inary vithin abcit 
three blocks , bit for so:7ie reason ve never thought of going over 
and perhaps entail tng there Instead* 

When we shoved -xp at Columbia SeTEiinary the aduissions pro- 
fessor, noting tb^t ve hadn't been to college md knew no Greek 
a requirenient for the course in New Testament Greek interpre- 
tation — ' assumed we only ^'anted (as fJOTie did] to t^^ke the 
Englisli course, ^)ut vre ^HMfMS^ opted for Heb'^f^w, too, T'-Viich later 
proved to have been a nio^nentous chole^* 

The veather in Col'j.T]bla vas usually very good tll^ February, 
-■^■-Mch, after all, lasted only ?8 days. We ordinarily 'alked in 
for classes (vhicli vere all before noon) until a student -"'hose 
grandfather ovned a bo at half the toi.'n, gave 3Tse several books of 



ticlcets iss'jed "by -a predeces^^or of the trolle^y TItzb. He -aid |hey 
wcsuXd be honored, -anci sure enoyph fehey i-9re» used th^^ rttofitly 
whftn we vera in ^ hurry, or vhe!i it vas raini.ig, 

Mother had saved un about $1,0OD and W-ilter had about $B0O 
and I niaybe ©500, so vc vers able to gst along financtally* The 
oth#r"seTnir3ltes"5 TQost of them college grad'^atesj - ere friendly, 
but looked on tjs as some sort of back--oodsiRen. We finished the 
first yearns vork vitn uaDreccdentes^ly high grades in Hebrew and 
high grades in everything else except rairte in theology. This ^-^ts 
strict Calvinisni, right out of the Vf>s tmins ter Confession of Faith 
and Larger and Shorter CatechUras, and beciL-ise T Md d^ared to 
argae ^ 1th the professor during tbe first seriester I scraped by 
vith a bare passing 75- the second se-iester 1 vas vi-^er, and 
my grade c^ms U2 aocordingly* 

By the siLTimer of 1923 Shirley (\rbose husband vas preaching 
In an AtZ^nti suburb) v:^.? expecting a b^by^ so all three of us 
heade^3 back for Geargts, Mcther to kee^j an eye on Shirley, and 
Walter and i to look for jobs . 

Jobs vcro gcr^pce in the post-World War depression. I got my 
first preaching assignnent, one Sunday at Red Oak Christian 
churoh, u-il^ing the five rnlles both vays, and bein^ paid 50(*, 
vhieh va5 probably twice vhat the serinon vas -v-orth* Father was in 
tovTi and >^e wangled Jobs for hin^elf, Ernest, }SSMSJffiS««aSal»l(t^^ 
IWS^iJiS)*£&iS?jf alter and :iie, selling World Book an connnission, 
vith a $25 weekly draving account. 

For about six or seven weeks we r^^rsibled around North Georgia 
in Father's and Ernest's Model T Fords ^ drying to sell teachers 



on World Book and the project method of" teaching. 1 sold one sf>t, 
to a voraan vho bad t^n3ght me> in sixth grade at Jsciklnsburg* I 
think Walter sold trvjo or tliree,, at $15,95 coamisj^ion* Father did 
pretty veil, an.d Ernest not too badly. But it hec^ns evidi?Qt tbat 
things weren^t going to vock out satisfictorily for y,.? or the 
company. Trq dravring a ceo ant ^'is supoosed to be a loan, but Father 
vorked out an agre&aierit by vhich he naid back the full dlfferenco 
betveen that ^nd hiu oomTissions, Krnest half the cJiffer&nce, 
and Vi'altsr and I # nothing. 

13ut shortly before this^ Sm^st, Walter acid I had a serious 
talk in our hotel room in Ajnericus. Ernest, ^"ho "^'as principal in 
the school at Suvannee a^td preaching ati several churches j had been 
disillusione-a with q-'It denomination, and leaned to^-^ards the Metho- 
dist Episcopal. A.11 throtigh ths year's ^-ork: at Oolunibia Walter and 
I had "been feel i rig isuch the same vay, but inclined to the Pres- 
byterian, After a long talk that nl^ht in Amerlcis ve decided it 
was time for action and shook hands on it* Ernest vent back to 
Suvannee and he ;^nd his family Joined the ■^eihodist church. That 
fall he vas received into the North Georgia Gonferenoe, and he 
continued to preach handily in it till his death 3^ years later* 
Walter and I told the family of our decision not without 
soae hassling -- and v^r& starting to looir for suTin&r '■■ork vhen 

were offfjred an unusual proposition: Q-'-en and his friend. 
Judge Hatticock, felt ve hadn^t bad the opoortunlty to know 

their ch-irch well enough* He offered Co pay our expenses, tuition, 
room and board at a summer school being ta^aght by an evangelist, 
John W. Tyndale, at Mllligan College, near Johr^aon City, Tenn, 



W& dld.i^t think It ■"■oald wark^ Vjt ^-'ith nothing else to do 
ve vejit iloag vith it. 

As t • the purpose for viiich ^-q were sent, the school proved 
a "blast* Tynd.ale, vho olilx-ed deijcent from thej^Cyndale vha made 
an ea^'ly translaUors of the Bi-ile into English, proved to be a 
tig -southed ignor-^ioius who hid some very wild ideas about religion. 
The othar faculty aiember was his brother-in-law who tii^3R-ht English 
grajEma.r and was also i ""'lid- eyed prea^cher* aoTrld not find more 
th^ a soUDie of even ^lecently edao^ted people aniong the sti3 dents, 
gathered so-iiehov fron; the deep South and Southwest. 

^>ne of Tyndale's wild ideas vas t''^at where a vord could hs 
found vith or t^-isted into a -neaning tirat s-iited their purpose, 
it nte-ir.t the saine thing everywhere. For Irist^-ice, when Jesijs told 
the thief: 'Tonight tho-i shalt he with me in. Pir^iiise*" Paradise 
meant "hell," beca^ise the creer5 sa^-d Jesus descended in: to Hell- 
TheiBf ore, every^^-here In the King Jrises Bible >'he^re the v-ord 
par.^dise was fo'jr.d it meant Hell* 

Our arrival niust h-i^e created so^e stir, for it was quickly 
evident that t>iey were out to show up as bein.^ beneath the:n» 
When we vent to the first gr.aransar class, they gave each of us a 
Bible verse to diagram on the blackboard* Nine, as T recall, 
vasn^t teo difficult, but this David [I c-r.'t r-ec-ill his last name) 
gave Valter one of ^aul^s long, rxabling sentences taking up three 
or fo':E.r irerses In Colossians, as I recall* 

We had been trained fr^m childhood In Englisti gnxn.=ir, and 
Wfilter was an expert. It took a vhile and covered the whole hoard, 
but lie finished it in style. David mnounced that class tine was 
U3. that Walter was vrong, ^^'^ vou|d shoirf the -mistake at the 



next neeting of tj:e class. The grajnmar cless vas droptjed before 
t>:e next tiine it was supposed *o fceet* 

One of their r-pgnl-^r features was a ger^eral meeting in t^is 
auditorium on Sunday nlgbt^ ^ ivh a sDe^er or a debate on some 
topic of rf-llglon — or at least theology* I challenged David^ 
who vis the big debater, on the qaeation of vhe-^her the tl^ief on 
the cross >as saired, and v& met the next Sim^^^y night. Judge Hath- 
00 ok, vho had come up for a visit, v^s one of the judges, and I 
lost a tvo to one decision, Since the o^;he^' judges v-ere Tyndale and 
one of his henchmen I was s-irprised it T^^^sn't unanimous. After the 
meeting er^deii the Judge cante over and consoled me, ^at he didn't 
say 3 word about not changing churches . Incidentally, that vas the 
^.ast debate* 

About that time Walter and I auit shoi-ing for any of the 
50hool f iincticns » We had a go&d time roving thtj area and climbing 
Buffalo MoTjnt^in, "but it vas a very tftiportant suTtinier for -is^ too. 
Soraevhere ^.'alter had found a Haddleston 's Nev Test anient ^ireek [iramm^r ^ 
and I had "bought a Goodwin Greek GrTmna r. classical, but very 
complete .We had borrowed Ernes t^Greek New Testai^ent , and "e dug 
In oa those in every spare alnute, had fiO lexicon, but learned 
the Greek ' Ords by using the Nev Testament t^'hich ve both knev 
veil from childhood) as a "oony*" 

By the time Tyrid^^le's schoo] close-dl and i-'e '^■■ent baolc to Oo- 
lumibla ve were so proficient In Nev Testament Greek that ve asked 
aad got permission to try ~he regular Kiddle Year Greek course 
and also the one ve had nissed the previous year, --hich fortu- 
nately came at an open hour, Ke kept digging on the courses, and 



by Chrl5tmcis vere th^. princlual student authorities drs botli 
ci=isse£ ofl [Jt-eelE forms ^ especially those of soiae irregulJ^r verbs j 
whl oh c 5jr^ become ■i j t e dl f f i cu 1 1 . 

Mo trier haid st-iyed in Atlanta v-lth Shirley and O'-en, -v-ho took 
their defeat on our cbmge pretty veil* Inci.ientally, ^ e fo^ind 
out later frora Moth&r that the Hath cock business was a dI&us 
fraud. Owen, v;ho for one of the fe\- tiires in bis career vas uak- 
tng a decent salary, had cooked it up and paid the Si 00, vbich 
was ■■3l11 it cost* I pgiid it back at a time -^h^^n they wpgo really hard 

an our return to ColuTin'bLa ve had joined Hill '^resbytprian 

Ch'xrch, and vers received is candidates by Conicaree Presbytery, 
which made as eligible for schol--^rships, which could "be (and ifas) 
paid "back later by preaching for -jnder S1,^00 a year. We stayed 
In a t-wo-roor?. suite ici the dormtory^ and did r^.os" of O'lr study- 
ing before breakf-^st, settirig the alanm clock for h m* 

We '-e^e still pretty gi'een in some '' ays, knev little or 
nothing of college life, aad had never see:; or heard (ve heard 
uur first radio broadcast that fall) a football ga-rje. But ve >ia(l 
learned to play tennis pretty wel 1 , learned volleyball and "hot 
hand," and fit inw school life rjretty ^'-ell. We net a few girls 
froo Chlcora College, across the street, and "Walter fell head- 
over heels in love vlth Lois Had^ort, a missionary ''s diug^'^ter 
vbo VIS going to The University of South Carolin.a, a fev blocks away* 

That vas a giiod year. i-:e not only did Greek vith flying colors 
and knocked the top off Hebrev again, "but did well in other studies * 
TSe er.rolled in a second-semester course in Social Psychology at 
TJ3C, which had a free stu<lent exc-hari^e relationr>hip '■'ith the 
seminary, and cass-d it veil though it was supposed to be limi- 
ted to graduate t'^-^eatfi , 



With spring c^iDB the senr-ih for suTraer vorlc. Thp ssTnin^iry 
fouiii^ i sumTner suDpiy prfiachlrig Dlice for Walter in Florida, but 
vas doing nothing for me, Derh^ps fii?'irLne that at barely t-'enty 
I VIS ton yo:jiig* But in the church pnTif^r, Chris ti-^n Ql?s&rwr , I 
fo:md ^ snail ad for a preach^^r for a l^rgf country chureh near 
Augijsta, Kentucky* Advertising for a preacher or a ^ob i^'is 
simply not dane in th-it ^iy^ hut I answered it ^nd bec^ste a 
suEsisier sunply frora May to SeDtember at S25 ^ veeiCj the goin^ r^^te* 
And since there vas no boarding Dlacc in reach, I w-^s given free 
board and room for tvo veeks at a tiTiic in honies ctT the congregation, 
which was equivalent to another $2.5 a month. 

That was another d=llghtr'.3l s iirier* Sh'>ron was in the horse 
country, and I enjoyed going to the fairs, and at a departmertt store 
in Augusta, that had radio I got to hear sOTTie of both major party 
national conventions- T Tn^ist have done a pretty fair job, for at 
the end of s;he s-jn'^er they va*"sted to o^.ll ^e as pastor on gradua- 
tion. But by that; &iTne I ^fUs firmly deter?!^inr^d to get zny 3. A* 
defireet a requireTnent for the B. D, [ w-s earning at ColuTabia. 

Bask at sfchool Walter met ^^-ith a shock. He knei.' Loii; 
Uked him and --o'jld prob--ih|y accept hi-D if he proposed; and 
all 5™er, on the theory that nothing ever hanuens as you ex- 
pect, h€ tried to envision everything that could come between 
tHein- Tne one thing he ttadn^t thouj:ht of was -hat hatt happened: 
Lois h,tid developed v^at was then called deTnentla oraecox - Nov 
it would require just a fev x-anths of treat^nent. Then .she be- 
caiEG a ine.ntal invalid for life. 



Th^t Till ve iQOved Lnto a nore .^a^tlsf ;ictGry 
suite anil on ^v^tj night before ^in ^Av^^^c^.A -eb-f^v class vas to 
meet, a dozen of our fellov seniors voiLd Rather there, r^n^i ve 
«3uld e?;pl%in -^^nd ^rlll theni or. :,he ^s3ignT!ier.t. i^Il bot trjit 
oiir orof, Ed.'ar "Egg^^" K^rr, never l^^d s'i=h % good ^l^^^-J i^^^^" 
I inade ^ killing? i recognised U>at the vord ^'hi.ht^it^-itl^a" 
tr.as a Tieth-^aesized hlthpa^el of "shaliM." 

I also liven $100 foP opetiirig the Ithr^T*:/ *.vioe a veek 

ana seeing th^t riO>JO(iy carrif?^ off the t-e:i.<?nrRs, " hi eh -ere iJiar^, 



although T do-;tit if there vGi*e thrse ir^ our class T,-hft ^ tjuld h%ve 
reeogni:ied them. It was a lonely Job^ and ruTnn^ging aro:jnd in 
the attic # I rouTid the priginal minutes of the bo^rd which 
set up the Seuin-^ry in Eoli3inhli Seniin^ry v^s getting r^ady 

to move to Decsitiir, GA, and the heirs of the Smyth fanlly, T--hlch 
according to tradition had liven the pronerty o.-. condition, th^.t 
it voiid revert if it ceased to be 'ised for the purpose, vere 
s'ltftf for it5 ret'irn, 

ColUEiibia had a nev president -■■ho -^'^s r3.ther a friend of mine, 
and I shoved him the recordj vhich plainly showed that the trus- 
tees had refused that offer, voting Instead to pay Si 5,000 for 
the prrjperty ^ hich included a l^ge four- block space ind the 
foriuer state governor's irsansloti* Uo one had previously kno^-n of 
the existence of the re^;ord* Several Tiionths after i had grad^tated 
iny friend vrote lue thit vhen it v^s nre sensed at a preliminary 
hearing, the S^yth heirs iTEmediately -Iroijijed their suit* 

Walter infi I both took courses at USC that year, entering 
by exa»^ination, though xieither had graduated froTn an accredited 
high schools (Later I discovered th^t if they had knovn that the 
high schools ^■■'here ve graduated vere only ten g^'ades, we vouldn't 
even have been perm t ted to take the eximinatiozis l) 

AS graduation neared '.valter had found spots for both of us s 
tvo groups of churches in Tuscaloosa "^resbytery --'here ve could 
preach as '^stated supply ministers while ^otng to school at the 
University of AJabama, So off ve '.-ont fron ColUT.biais Joys to 
^,'ork and more study. 
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During th%t first sunmser 1 learned (from ciy landlady's 
granddnLUfiht,erJ the: ^anie of bridge-^ ind got pretity well acquainted 
with the field. I think I did beat at Hounti Olivet, the ve-^ksst 
and us'jcilly nKJst negle'Sted, vher-e 1 managf^d to stir sonie 
Interest, AHOng other things we had an old j^inp^pr qoT.e tn and 
teach & week's sin^jing school , solfeggioj eroding with a w^ter- 
celon cutting* 

it Refers a previous aPT'angeuLent had been made Tor a union 
revival service, led 'ay ari e'^i-angelist v^.o reminde^^ me a little 
of John¥. T/ndale* His sneo laity v.ts threatening the unsaved 
with Hell, tellirig torrendous tales of men oa vhom he had -irged 
that "this flight be their last chance," vhc died that nigiit 
or next day, "And i prjty: '0 Lord, 1 ci^j|'t go on unless you stoo 
these terrible tragedies froTti folloving me.^" ^.ut his tactics 
didn't seem to be getting niuch result. 

Walter and I got our transfer arranged, and ^--orked out a 
schedule by wMch we could graduate in two ye^rs. We had our 
freshman Inglish under Carl Carmer, with vhoin I became close in 
later years, also a i/erse-writing course under him* We also 
became very good at "block" dominoes, a gaaie far superior to 
the DOpular "Tnuggin.s," vhTe :!iost of the scoring is done by having 
tercfiiir^al chiss add up to raultiules of five* 

At t?)e end of o-jt first year Walter's job was continued, 
vt)ile I for no reason r ever sihle to learn — \(4s fired. 
I thought, and still thirik I had done a pretty good Jolj, 

I began trying desperately to find another church job. I 
preached for a week ^t Le^ikesville, Iri the extrente southeast 
corner of Mississipt^i, in hopes of being able to finish college 
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at Hatti&sbLirg State Normal 3 ctjool (no- Tlniverslty ^3f Southern 
Mississippi) or across thp line 3.t Spring?;! Ji, in l^^obile. I 
seeaied to be veil liked, Ijut Tnissed being called by one vots. 

Next I started west from Carrollton, more or less aimlessly, 
and at Yaiden, Miss*, bjiniTjed into a iDiddle-clfiss suTomer rire-acher 
named LovelJ, He said he'd decided to q:ilt the job (i think to 
fLo bacic to beir^ a chiropractor) and sug^rested 1 fill In for a 
vnlle. rt worked out beautif illy, and I vas called as n^stor- The 
three crhurcheSj Shong^lo, T^laokTisontont ^nd Salem, vere all wea3t, 
but -ere aided "by $600 a year by Central MissigslpTjt Presbytery. 

Shongalo vas tb^^ name of an old to'v-Tk vhare the church iiad 
been organized, about l8^^* When the T'ailroad niissed it by ti-'o 
miles, a decade later, tovn and church moved to the preserit site. 

Vaiden was a pleasant spot in niany respects- One of my dea- 
cons, Tom So ah, raised the best vater^ielons I ever ta=ted» Shortly 
after T reached the tm:"n some young people took me out to a farm 
with a fine fishing lake, where I met {Jlaudyne Heggle, a head- 
strong girl Just home from her goDhomore year at wisi^isslpDi State 
College for Wonen* Deen:a a'ld T vere Involved in a love affslr that 
lasted for two decades and through ty-o c:T her ni^arrlages, V'e always 
planned to marry, b-jt 50m(?thir;g always Intervened, 

Host of the people vere civilized If nut cult^tred, hut there 
were incidents * . * 

Staying oversight at the ho^ne of one of my very prosperous 
members, 1 fo^nd myself besieged by bedbugs — the most and hun- 
griest flf I have ever seen. 1 had to get up and lij^ht the kerosene 
lansD to discoisrage them enough that I could get any sleep, M^yhe 
soT^eocie '-'as awake artd gueEjs-'d ff~ori the liprht, fo:* liter they 



Ajiother cO'jld hive be&ri miore serious* D^irlng the e^rlv tall 
of tny spcond ye^r ve^e h&ldlr.g i meeting one night at SaleiHt 
when a hunch or to a^hs froD riearbj? Bi ickh^'- k ere ate ■^f --i hubbuh 
ositside that continued ^jnti_ I threaterisd to report then to the 
next gT^ind ^ixry* I tho-jght tt vhs all for ^ot ten until &hey shoved 
tup at Tom Noili's ^nn'.ial Easter afternoon egg hisnt in ttie -"'oods dovn 
the hill frora his ho'jse. As it v^s brcikins up at d'jslc, they shoved 
un, dres?;nd up as if JrfininE the hunt, -'ind waited for rae at a 
5Eiall cleaririE half way :ihe hill, -^^iytng ^hey vanted to t^lk to me. 

I nisi^Je no ohjectiouj since our crovd had some capable fighters and 
I vas sure they would sense the situation and Join ij.s. But not one 
of them did! all ny friends trooued u^J the hill laughing and talking, 
leaving ceg alone vith the visitors. Then thsir sDokesman said they 
had heard I was going to oring charges before the grand Jupy- I 
had really forgotten all about the mtter till they sho-vred uu, I 
kriev I was in for a he-^ting, but I wasn't going do^n i>--ith my tall 
between loy legs. 3o, I bristled right back. I told them vhat they 
had ^one was a very serious thing, and I wasn't going to stand for it. 
Then a singular thing happened- I've never knovti vhether it vas fear 
of the lav or perhaijs they figured 1 wouldn't have dared unless I 
was carrying a pistol, I'-Mch I 'Jas known to do freq^jently, though 
not that d^.y- In .any case they broke do™, almost wept, and began to 
"beg* ^hey were very sorry. One was t^ie only support of a v^idoved 
mother, and so on. At first I played to^^gh, out not for long. Even 
a rat will figiit vhen he's cornered. So, vithout too much convincing 



I told them that since they were tr--jly sorry and I was ^nve thciy'd 
stiver do it ^igiln, I vis re^i^ty to fai^^lvs anr^ for^ivt. We all shook 
hands on it n-ii viXircd a^^t of ths waods the hsst oT friend s. I n&v^v 
told any of my yoimg aien hov hidly dis^nnointed I vns s^t their le^vi^jg 
me in sac?) a diffi^jult soot, M^ybe they kne- .-iiat w^s going f>n, and 
Just vondered if i-d ha^e to cry for hs^ln. 

Walter finished -jp -it Unh^iiiia, getting his E. A- degrt^e, and 
4t the end of -z year raoved over to n-ench at Cal.houn City, Tocoo™ 
Dola and some other soot in r:orth Mis-^isslppi Presbytrry. T ar- 
ranged to su^n^ the nex:;t winter ,it Oxford, firdshlng u?> ^y college 
vork at the TJ:iiverslty of Mississipt,! , driiring horr.e on weekends 
to nreaoh, 

I liad a ^ood year at Ole Miss, taking courses in drama. an"d--. 
English novel under il^eonard EtelfOng Wallace, a shelX-shocircd vet- 
eran no one else could understand, but one of the best I ever had, 
and folklore under i&idson, a leader in the field; also astronouiyj 
G^erjTtan, Greek Literature and Virgil, of ¥hi<Jh I rcme^'bcr little 
except tJie fa^us line: "Perh^os this too may soine day be nleasant 
to reneniljer," and that a vov;el foil que d by a mute and a llq'iid is 
short. Instead of long* 

But I had soTTie trouble with R» Halcolis Guess, the YMCA director 
and would-be cati^TJus censor, ---ho w^is knovn to -^ct as a stool oigeon 
qnd got soae students thrown out for minor offenses- A few friends 
and I organized — no, formed -- a group ve called the 3olslieirE.ks 
(ah, if Senator l^cCarthy had only kno^-n that years la^erl) vith the 
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r3.11ylng sry of , "This is t.he sphf?n.oLi bonsj" bi.-'rroved from, a story 
ibout ^MMM t?!e Doefc lliver WenfleLl Holnes, When tnis rciriK out 
bee-4ii5e one of us might be in a jam, dj- even just lon^^sone, If any 
other was in hearing distance you'd hear the rsTjly: "Damn tlie 
sphenoid bone]'* (Ths oonment of Holxes, vho v?i5 a DTOfessor of 
Medicine at H^z'iyrf'd* } 

We sulleti off OEie good one* Oxford Tjollee verc giving any 
st:ident a hard time if they caught him in to'-n -after 10 tj . ra,, 
and we resented it. It happened that at that tlaie Gov* Theodore 
G. Itlbo vas 2.arryir.g on campaign i;o tkiv^ the University to 
Jackson* 3o, one day we nut up posters calling for a mass nteeting 
at midnight ors the courthouse steos to discuss ^Jnlvers- ty removal * 
Not many shor'ed 'Jo, but enough that after v& had n^ade speeches 
tall in favor of removal) for an hour or so, the police told us 
to disoer^^e, Mo, told Hh^in , ^ e vere holding a ir.-i&s i^eetlng. 



"f|Jej1iook us to the police station, vhere the chief told us the 
same thing and got the same ansver. He called the university pres^ 
ideat, vho refused to interfere, after beinf told '.-e were orfXevly. 
This, as we had planned, taut the chief in a spot. He knew^**±*w# 
h^qsJaffli^^- that if he arrested us we'd i-nmedlately c.*ll in the 
news to all the newsiijapers. Headlines of "TTalversity students ar-^ 
rested for discussing rsTioyal to JaoJfson" would be a trunto card 
for Bilbo* We even told vhat ve ulannGd, rinally the chief broke 
down and began to begi ^"^hy are you trying to cause trouble for me?" 
We told hi:n the real reason, and he willingly promised that no 
more students would be harrassed* We all shook hands and went back 
to the campus sit^gini^ the Soldiers' Chorus from Faust. No frrcf^ 
students vere oorsecuted that year, at least. 
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Sooti after arrivir\g at Viidf^n i raet the nost cour-iEsous 
and rezn^trkab: e Tt^n I ever kn&v, J'TfA Snith, CriDplpd at ^B by 
arthritis, be str-niggled against f^ite. For a vbile yb taught a 
village school^ and vhea E net biTi h*? vas clerk co^irts^f with 
only a tielper to !^and hln dovn the heavy bDOks^ although he 
vas confLncd to a wheel chair* No one looked on hii] vitb pity. 
He was the friendly advisor and ccjtifidar^te of #veryons in town, 
r q^aickiy beeawe alaiost a raeTnber at t?je faniily^ vThich inel^ided 
a sister ^n<} ^ti attorney br other- in -law, their three year old 
daughter, and ariy iznatbacbed relat'.ves, frora tiine to time. It 
vas one flace I could alw5.ys go vhea I had no other ^oo^ one* 
Defeated for reelection after gervtni^ as coiirt clerk for t6 
years (he bad been talltid for five of these fron arthritic cata- 
ract} -he rented a vaoant store, borrowed $T000 "^""^ ^^^'^'^ selling 

furniture, with only one emplov-e, a hl^icrX nnn vhose principal 
job vas to fetch .and c^rry ^nd move the pieces of furniture and 
other things Fred sold- Fredas ir-eTnory and sense of beaTiag vere so 
keea that he could retiqgntse from just a "Hnllo, Mr. Fred," alriost 
anyone vho oatJiie in fron s radius of Tif teen miles , and call the 
visitor by name. He oaid off his debt and vas able to stock the 
store within a year, and continued in busines^j^ and still the 
friendly confident until just before Ms death at over 70* 



m spite of Cuess, vho tried everything tift could to get ine 
throvn out of schctol^ I nvad& the honor roll na;! grad'Aated* I "r.i.g.ht 
havfi mrried Deena and settled dovn as % nreaclier, "but st the end 
of ...the year I was notified by the" czar" of the presbytery tha.^ it 
was cutting aff the S600 appropriation. IM aee:^ :^.avlng trouble 
with hirn before, incliidlrig the ti-jie be dem^inded on the floor of 
Presbytery that I wear a hf^t vhen o:3td5DTs, 1 refused, cttlne p-dul 
as tny authority- The caar vas a bossy old coot^ vflt>i his nose into 
everything. He h*d -driven ™y good men out for disagree L-.g ^Itb 
>iim, and all the other preachers were ver/ much afraid of him. 

Just at thts tifle Walter, -■■■^o had boen stirring un things, 
came up with a sol'Jtlon, AuSiO^rn (N. Y.) Seminary, nuv mer^-ed 
with TTnioQ. Theological SeTQinary in J^e^- York, offered us both 
full gradu-ate fellov^ips to voric for Th, degrees in Semitics 
and. Old Testament, Be assise had beco-ne college gra delates our 
3. l>.y?^egrd£5 had been a'-^rded ijy OoluTtibia that spring, I vas; 
very happy to notify the old czar that I no longinr npeded th& 

a It held, any^-^y, till S^^istember, and by then ve 

were off and avay* ' ' "^^^ 



Chapter IVo -- Bar?;! ind Ole Miss 

Vj alter arid I hii been s hiring everirthi[ig equally ever since 
VP. S^tnTted to ColunibL-q., so It vqs v^ry j^sotivfinient th:Tit 've both 
founi3 vcrk in the sane area and in reach of the 3%ai& school. V;e 
liidti't alvays consult aboLit spending, b'ljt felt free to drau 
□Vi^CfTs on one ^another's ban.k accounts if need b# alv.ays, of 
course, letting one anot^-er knov. 

We hid piass=3 our exu^lnation for liceni?ing in CJon^^ree 
Presbytery before leaving. Colnnbia]; 1 becr^rr^e pastor of tvo small- 
town -sbLurf^ies, Carroll ton (a cointy se^t) and ^forra., about 35 and 
25 miles, respectively, vest of Tusoaloos-a, and two small co-jntrjr 
churches* Because one of these had no elders, I vas ord^tined at 
once, and given powers to receive meaibers >rithoiit a "session" ^ 
or churnh board* filter's vas a little farther avay, to the soutli, 
vith churches at Epes, Emnelle, and Gainesville* Because ve "both 
needed aitos ve took out lank loans; he hotight a nev Model T. 
Ford roadster for about $525 ^ and I a used Model T coupe for |^+00* 
Both proved satisfactory for years* We spe^t ^;he week at school 
during Its sessions ^ and drove back and forth to preach on veekends. 
We occasionally svap^ed aernons, a:id I think 1 gained on these 
exchanges; he vas better at homiletics th^ 1. 

1 had my first vedding and first funeral during iny first 
weeks at Ca r roll ton | the vedding vas an olopomen*.. froi Biriairighara j 
the funeral a ohlld vho fell ^^-hlle allying on a cile of lumber* 
I ^01 afraid I didn't do too veil on that one, but I did TEy best. 



Ch^ipter Three Mbiirn 

Durir.g iy27 both l/laltep -xnd 1 had traded in onr fords for 
Ch.eVT0Jet coup&s. iNeedit^g only on?! car for the triD^ I traded 
□line in on a never one to be taken later, and set o'zt for Kew 
York in Walter's, vhich was slightly never. A^^burn Senln^ary — 
later joerged vith Union Theolo^iwql Senninary in Nev York City, 
was located at tiiat ti-e in Aubnrn, ffew Tcirk, a^?oirt 2^^ miles vest 
of Syracuse on the old U.3- 20, 

We started in early Sentetaber in beautiful weather, ^rid had 
an uneventful trio ex^iept for getting caught in a speed trap in 
Eentatrky* We hndn't seen either ii town or a speed linil; sign, but 
the asan vith the siren and a g^on took §10 fro:D us — the equivalent 
of aK>re than Si 00 taday. ^^Ja kne--- he vas a li^r, because as he vas 
finishing up vith «s he shot at and stopped a southbound car v>5ich 
hadn't even reached the >-Aaee he told us the town li:Etts ended, 3ut 
he had the gun, 

SchoGl vas about ready to open vhen v:e reaehea i^uburn, and vre 
were assigned a nice three -rooiri suite — tvo squall bedrooms and a 
study* We also f^und the faculty very cooperative, especially Dr. 
William John Hlnke, vho nut on extra ooarses In Assyrian, Arabic, 
Biblical Aramaic and advanced Hebrev, especially for us, and Ur, 
Harlan Creelraau added one in the Hebrev uronhets. There vere sev^ 
eral Japanese st^sdents, whom ve fo^ind congenial, especially one 
naxed ■iig'jri, ^-"ho had such a sense of hurwr that ve dnbhed hlaa 
the Japanese Irishnm. 

Aubura was a beautiful spot, vith old stons buildings scat- 
tered over several acres, and including a playgro^^nd lorded over 



bjff a stioifijit nained Durbiny '■ho ^-as top dog in every sport- The one 

going at tli^Z time "■-■'as soccer^ vhich ve h^r5 nevei? Diaye-i, o* even 

seen, bqt we venl: ocitj and were picked iin the 'jmder-dDe team* We 

dian't cover- ours&lves vith glory^ hut did get in a few iricks , 

and as la ok vould have it, Walter got th& o^ly goal of the jaatch- 

But ve sooti found ourselves too busy for sDorts- 

The tovn of ;^uburri wis Laterestiiig, situated at the north end 

stone 

of Ovasco Lake J one of the Finger Lakes* it ha^j a/^re5=hyterian 

Cye^irs later destroyed by lightning}, 
chureh vith the ugliest tTDa^lnable 3te'?ple,/ana a gei^ of an EdLs- 

copal ch-ircii (St- Peter 'w'lth vhat I still consi^3er the rtiost 

exqyiisite wood oarving In .-L-Eerica. T:iere vas also a state prison., 

I^araished with a copper Union Soldier statue^ erected on a high 

ulllar, like a 3t, Sinon atylites^ vhen Confedorate nrisoners were 

housed there durltig the Civil War^ and coinmonl.y referred to as 

"i^opper Johririy*" 

Being outsiders^ we didn^t get Riuoh preferfitent for bhe supply 

preaching johs, bcit Walter soon got one at a church north of Oneida 

Lake, driving un maybe 35 unties, tn the car* Not long afterward, 

on a Saturday afternoon , I noticed t'-^'O men. vandering about, and 

offered to help them* ks 1 nad guessed, they were looking for a 

pulpit s IAD ply for their be-jutiful old Dutch Reformed church at 

■irwasco Village, about eight tolles avay* I erulalned that the semi- 

nary office vas closed, >iut If they vlshed, I ' d be gl-id to supply 

till they could do better. ~ preached there every Sunday till I 

^n^ao ready to leave Auburn, going down to the church by a trolley 

line - Supply jobs didn't pay much, but vith our f ello^Tships to 

cover room, board and fees we did alZ right, and v'ere able to have 

Mother cosne ap and stay in a boarding "nouse. 



We get a lucky b?e^k vhen i>r^ Hinfere -'9,5 searching ^f^r a 
student vho co^ild operate ::?T.tde projector for 3. soe^^cer at 3. 
club attended by fa-rr^jlty lae^bers an(3 siT.ii=^r folk* I had g^infid 
soTTie ejcperiencG the prevloiis ye*r at Ole Ms5, projenting slides 
and Dictures for "Wild Blll'^&mioti's first and second year as- 
trononiy courses. Ci ^ook "botVi sirp]ltaneously ind passed both*) 
I Toluriteered for Hinkey, vith ths r?^£3ult t^.at V'alter and I {for 
some reason Eio^)ody qiestiohed my bringing him along} ^ot to attend 
all the meetings md hear so'Pie excellent lect-irss on arohiPOTogy 
and the classics, Dne of the inen^bers w^s Dr. A. W* Dulles [ve 
vere taking hi-^ ethics class and it v^is the dailies & ever) and -we 
had £>cG^5ion to meet his sons, Allen and John 1^ Dulles, vho rcse 
high, in the governsEerit* 

Og-isri qulcJrly dropned out of school to go so^e-^-here else^ but 

Ur, Hinke continued teaching all those extra lanEua^es lust for us, 

fail to 

He gave the ^ost hofrific assignments and ve dared not/ complete 
them J so we learr^ed unbelievably fast. 

We made cne fast friend, B. (for Bedford) Forrest 3ohd, vho 
had grovn up is a Severn -ih Day Baptist and attended Alfred Uaiyersity 
(then a reliiio^^s school) and had ^ ye^ar at 3an Fmncisco Seialnary, 
He later became an Episcopal priests He was an only ohild^ and his 
mther used to send :".iTn scads of t>3e I'orld's best sug^tr cookies ^ 
vhleh be sh=ired vith us* They carae in handy, for the those hall 
food v-d.sn't as good as that at Col'jTnbia, On cold nights the three of^f 
used to valk down a little vay to a diner ^ and have CO cos. and sal tines- 
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As :;he yearns v*ork !3,rev to -i close "n^e '■■ere busy rig-JtrlrLg 
out vhere to go r^ext- I was offsred a call -^s pastor of the 
Ov-isco church J and oia Dr* Schnidt^ tbe sole prof&ssor of Serai t la 
Languages at Cornell , ofrerad ms a position tea^ihing flr?it-yftar 
Hebr&v and Arabic and working out ■^y T>h. I>. I was also offered a 
fellovsnip bij the Harvard Divinity Scliool. But neither offered the 
"broad raEige of languages In our field we found at Hartford Semiriary 
Foundation, allied vith Yale, in i::onnectic;];s., so -we ai:.:^epted 
fellovsbiDS t^.ere. Meanti^ie ve got s^imTner preaching ^c^s in Can- 
ada, where a sharply divided church union had left a great many 
contiQuing rTeshyteria.i churches without pastors, 

Walter's thesis at ifibum was on the Blessing of Jacob, 
Genesis ^9:2'27j -nine on the iSong of Deborah, J-jidges -5- Maybe they 
ueren^t earttjs having, buG we got our Th. decrees. On Mother "s liay 
WG took Mo the? to limch at Tiie Sre^s at nearby Sk arte a teles , then 
one of Ajoerica's most famous eat&ries, and next d-ay put her on a 
train for jitlanta. fhen ve took off for Canada, 

Walter was to preach at a gro-Jip of ch-jrches near thfi north 
coast of Nova Scotia, I at Harcoiirt, in Xei.' arunsvickni Mine pro- 
vided a horse and buggy, his a Ford, so I took our oar instead. 
The sununer vh.s oleasant, and 1 never ate so Tiiany lolasters in 
all my life. And after fo-:r -oonths we Eet at Chatham, B,, 
and drove bacsr aovn through Maine arid Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island to Hartford, 
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Chapter Four -- Hartford 

Hartford had ^ beriutif^il cimpus ^ gocd dornttories and ness 
hall, and mostly B.gr^e.-ibl^ st'idents. But best of ail for us "wqs 
our faculty advisor. Dr. T-ewis 3?iyles P=i.ton, a great scholar and 
a ^rue friend* We were the ansver to his Drayei*, and^ as it 
turned out^ his last hone. 

We had planned, to inajor in Arabic or Assyrian, but he had a 

far better suggestion* '^Most of the knovri As syrio- Bab/Ionian in- 

scripticns have been deoiphefed, " he reraind&d us, "and there are 

many coWT?etent Arabists* If you pick out soTie obscure Erabic tent 

licit 

and vork on it, there is no certainty that sameone else icav pub- 

A 

lish it Just before you're ready, and you'll have all the vor^ to 

do over again," 

He had a much better suggestion^ After the French gave tiio 

digging at the tieginnifig of th& World War In ^rabs had dug 

Su.TDerian 

illicitly and found two grerat/teraple libraries, at Drehem and UsEisai. 
some 2^,000 tablets in all. They had bootlegged theFj out of Iraq 
to I^ondon, Paris and Berlin, where they landed in -museums, and 
a fourth of them to N&v YoriCj where they vere divided between. 
Yale and Hartford- And during the ensuing eight years or so he had 
never had any ?h* D* candidates to vork on theci. If ve wanted to 
decipher some of thsTri, nobody co-ild beat us to it. 

We hadn't had any Sumerian, but msf Dr- H^nKe had drilled us 
well in Assyrian, vhich had adopted the earlier Suiter Ian style 
of vriting* 
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We g.r^bbed the chqnce* He vould teach us Suinerian {so far 
as it. w^s then jmovrij ^nd "we yould taice it fppw thf?rc* The tablets 
were itrostly fro^ t'^^e reig:ns of Duni^i* B^jir Sin, Glniil Sin and I'&il 
Sir., of the Third Djrmsty of TJr^ around 200 Q B. C. He suggested 
th-it Walter vork vitfi tablets ^Tom t^.e reign of Bur Sin, about 201^- 
2005 3» and I with those of his successor, C-imll Sin, 200?-1995 

C. When we asl^ed hov n^ny tg.'blets aach sh&uld decialier, he said: 
"Let ^3 s^j one hundred," sure he exT>ected us to deaur, and he 

vnu].i3 reduce the nu-jber, but after our experience vith Itr. Hlnke 
we didn't d^re question an assignment. Only later did we learn 
that two years earlier Colu^ibla University had given a guy named 
Nisbet a ?h* D. with hx£h "r.onors for decipherine 23, mostly easy ones. 

Besides Sunzerian Caltboiigh as final year candidates ve had no 
course requirements) ve also scheduled Arabic and Syriac, and be- 
cause the rules required a reading knowledge of Latin, French and 
Oeriaan ve signed up for Frencli, viiich we had never taken. We didn^t 
learn much In that class, but some of tne books we were using In 
our Sumerlan study were in French, we qsiickly flicked up 5i readir^g 
IcnowledEe of that language* 

When our program vas presented to tbe faculty. Dr. Paton told 
us, the general consensus was for rejection, on the ground that we 
couldn^ t finish it in a year* "1 don't b^^lieve they can finish it 
in a year," he argtied, "but vln.t^s the Mr^r in letting them try?'^ 
Be' von, and we ---ere given ofjt chance. 

Then oame a ha sard. Only n fev weeks Into our ^-^ork Dr- Pa ton, 
the only professor who knei- any 3ti^r;erian, landed in the hospital 



for an operation for prostate 
He died the following s^jDmer. 



Cancers -^^^ '•^ss never able to 



come out agai 



college 2h- 



So there v&re vith three '^ihDiisind tablets and the linrairy's 
hdir a dozer, books on STiQerlan, to vo?*k Out Our Qvn s^Iv-ation^ 
The ta,blet£ v'era ne.atly ?9,rr=nged on. shelves in a room next to Dr. 
Piaton's office, all in sepirate Cishloned boxes j but '-'Ithout a htnt 
as to their language, content, ice-ining or d.ite* 

Before 1 binding in the hospital Ht^ ^^.ton had sho-^-n us vhere 
to find the <3atlne forijiula., usijallLy but notalv^ys vritten on the 
edge of the tablet i Tihe day, ni&ath* and. the year designation, 
^.'hlch might be somethitig ilk^^Mu GLmil Sin lugal," [the year Girall 
Sin becaiae king)', or perhass "the ye.-ir the wall Mur-Ik Tid-nim 
vas built*" 

That was flse, but vhere could we find a. list of the d=iting 
for:rKy;las for the 106 years of the Third Dyf^.asty of Ur? Unfortunately 
there was nor^e. Here a-'id there t^- our books In GerTnan, Frerjch, 
Swedish, Latin and Hiaiylish an author would have worked oat a date 
formula or tvo. So Walter and I put o'jr heads to it ar^d i-orlced 
out the first cosnlete list of d-^iting formulas for the Dyrtasty- 
Try to tell now that tills feat, consigned to a card file, ^'asn't 
vorth a r^- D* in anybo^^y's unlive rslty I 3at ve vere still green, 
and It never occurred to as to suggest it* Then ve went to vork and 
catalogue (3 all t^^iblets. Wasn^ t that worth a '^la* D*? Again 

it never occurred to us. 

All Tihat remained --as to pick out a hundredi tablets from 
the proper reigns an^l deoipSier the 31, lyit l>y this time ve had read 
ana vres tlrd with so many tablets that the rest was duck soutj. In 
fact it wjis so easy vg could hardly believe anyone vould give us 
a ^h- D- for it. So instead of picking out easy table's as Nisbot 



bad done (r ^>nly ^bout fo'jr or fl 



ve of ?iis 



were diffic^ilt), we 



se 'ire hod fof aJi3 dtecipherfid the 



-.-s:. iiffic-jlt. 



Life at Hartford 'A^as pleasant, bu' finances vcre oftf?n a 
problem* The fello""3hlo3 □ai'i a little more than, at iub-irn, but 
V5 found almost no preac^hir.g jobs. The conservative Con^regation- 
asts looked oq '^resbyterliris as dangeroasly aear h^r^sy. And about 
a century earlier in an ^aborted plm for mityj jjH Engl-ind 
^rGsbyterian churches ha<i been disTnlsseti to Cfingregjit tonal groups , 
v?T:ile all Nev York CoagregitlO'i.il churches had becorne Presbyterian, 
Walter get a no^-'- and- then job chauffer Ing a Ttsh anti v^^ry old I'\dy 
[she rc--^.lly vas one) around thn cour^t^ysMe rvnd to see lie?r friends 
and .'5or::ie shavs. Diiririg the Ciiri&t-ns vacation f^ot jobs in r^he 
directory ^lepirfjient of ^he ^ost Office, -"hich in those d^ys ajade a 
real effort to get the mail delivered^ But our best source of in- 
come vas fror] shoveling and s-raptn^ sno'"'' from the la^ny v^alks in 
and around the large seminary area* We sp'^nt so much, tiifle on this 
that S0[ite of our not too close friends kidded tn^t ve ^ ere urorking 
for a Ph. D. in stio- shoveling. 

By going vithout dinner one Sunday '"■'lien She mess hall ^^as 
closed, v& enjoyed vhat I still feel was the greatest Eausical treat 
of Tny life J standing roo:E tickets to a concert by by r'rits Kreisler. 
At Columbia, severral churches had fine choirs and gave cantatas and 
similar events on 3und-^y r:i^ht.s« Much tlie same ^t Alabama, vrhere 
ve also got to see a traveling BavarL-an ^assion Play, and at Auburn 
a Paul Whitenitan concert- 3ut rio thing before or since nsatched that 
Kreisler concert* 

It happened to fall on the thirtieth anniversary of hts first, 
vhen he was young and little knovn, but well received* An alert 
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nuslc critic reiatinded hlni of this, and h& was In a grand 
goad hu^ior, pliying bpilliantly, even for hiti. The audience loved 
it, and received him wamly. At the qtlA of the concert he played 
sncoz-e after encore j but t'ne crowd >roctldn't let hini gOj though 
e-ich ttue he Dretended not to kno'^' y.isit v^hat was wanted* He knev, 
and -aflter the fourth or fifth encore he c-jsmi? hack, shrugged and 
SEnili.ig broadly began olaylng his very c.OD'j:l:ir Caprice Viennois* 
'fhe house w-^s- alJisost shake^i iovn ■ it'n cheers, 

To--:irds spring I got a jol) at ^10 a week teaching a Sunday 
School 0I3.SE of boys at the big Asylum Hill Congrceational iJhuroh. 
AnDt^:^^^ student mnd&d ni& the Jsb, saying tba boys were so unr'^ily 
he j;ist couldn't cope with the situatioa. »art of the probl&m was 
that these were the sons of tJie most nrominent and richest meTibers 
of the church, who wouldn't aDp^eci^te having their darlings dis- 
ciplined or ssnt home. 

Fortunately for me (md j>erMD3 for the boys) tiiey vere sti;; dy- 
ing the book of Judges, and had reached the story of Gideon. I oulolsly 
spotted the chief troublemaker and appointed hXn to keep order. Then 
I launched into the gtndjjln its obvio'js meaning, vlthopt all the 
holy nioraiiaing and flubdttb* The boys had never tho^ight i)T the 
Bible in such a v'ay, and vere fascinated ip Disregirding the co'irse, 
1 carried thew along through the history of Israel, For the final 
public meeting I wrote them a ^lay on Jehu (%ehu the son of liimshi, 
vfho drive th f-irlo^isly ." rt '-is 3. tri'ianh and nay hoys covered then- 
selves vlth glory. I've often vondered vhat the future held in 
store for that delightful bunch* 
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We finally sveated out the year, finished <3u.t disserts tioris 
[I ur;ne nijj.ch of tal^^e in the doraltory reception roony i-lth one 
e^ cocked to the radio, vhose piirchase v» had nronoliGd in t^Je fall) 
and taJcen our or-^ls , VJith Pa ton very ill they had to borrow a Yale 
professor for the Sumerlan .and to eval'jite the dissertations- 

With Pa ton so 111, things vere a sit EinsettletS for xs, and 
nobody ever told us vhether had ^lade it or notj but ve^lg^ied 
the cao an-3. govn list and hoped, grad'jstion day there vas a long 
list of degree candidates , and avards were iiade '^nlnorl praetori," 
least first, They beg-in ^ ith the School of Religious Education, 
bachelors, msters ^nd ^ontors, then the same '--ith the Kennedy ocbool 
of Missions, and finally ^a^ne to t>ie Serminary. Besides all the tnir^or 
degrees, there vers- 13 of us D- candidates, In alphabetical order, 
and Tj'e uere the last except a Chlr^ese ria.T:e '£1 * 

Everything had gone sinoothly through the first ten, but vhen 
turn came Dean 3?oc-cvell . Harnson Tetter looked at Tjis list, frovned 
and vent over to spe-ik to Dr* Mackenzie, the president. My heart 
dropped! I had had it* But then he came back to the (>odiizni and 
Svarted with my list of attainzients, but as 1 came I'orvard he said, 
"And lest they should be divided even in this, I present to you 
and ga.ve Walter's list, and our degrees vere a'-^arded s "I'Jiriyltas^eously* 
I hadn^t thought the old coot had so ^nuQh TJoetT'y in h1pi! 

Right after lunch we started .<iQ-jth vith bars-ly enougVi, i--e hoped, 
to make it to Alaba-^a, We stopced at Paints ville, KY, to see oir 
grandfather, Jesse Stafford Sr, Froni long habit he asked us if ve 
needed rr.oney, "Sut not winttng to join the list of those I'ho c^rae 

vith outstretched hands, ve lied like gentlemen and^^^^ plenty. 



Five Bick to Baaa 

That enfled o-j.t Jaii^t raliege yeafs* '/.^e faund shPflter with a 

flflendlly Methodist preacher-* Walter Dicl^ed uo a little s-jpply 

as 

Job near T^enoTjolis , Later becaiae :a j>^toT in M'THDhis Presbyteryj 
and then vent to Brazil for a lot of years as head of a mission- 
ary college - 

A3 vith Andrew CarneEie, nost of ay breads, good and bad, 
have come throijgh sheer chance. The chUT-ch at Uniontovn^ one of 
the best i!^ ruscMloo-^a "^rtisbytery , vas vacant, ^ind - hen ono of the 
candidates notified them he vonldn't sY^ow uti , somehow I was asked 
to supply tbat STjnday* T'ne congregatioa was delighted, cancelled 
all but one of the other visits, let ice aove Into the nianae, lent 
ms an auto, and gave me a call as rj^tstor, Tt was a delightful 
SDot, liberal Tninded and! vit?5 good music, B'ltr during the l"all I 
discovered that Deena ^ vho had married in haste after our first 
quarrel/ during u^f vinter at Hartford, was very unhapny* 

That shook u^ ai^d to soothe my feelings 1 arranged d^iring 

iny second year at Union'^own to take Eo:niie courses 5tt Alabama* it 

was 61 miles, but with the agreement or the session I arranged to 

something else 

take courses in French, third-year Gerintan^and Shakespeare ^ ^'htc^ 
all met on Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning g from 6:30 to T2'.30* 
The following ye-^r I vas offered a Job at st^trvation vages (all 
poor 3ama could uay In the Depression^ teaching three classes of 
yreshman English, (Later tbey added one in Beginner's German*) 
So I resigned my LTniontown Job and bec3.nie a professor, I ^--as also 
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nermitted to t-^tre courses without feps in. iLngl.:^ Saxon, Middle 
fllrxglish ('^"iucer)! or.d one or tvo ijiore- Eoth v-ys ths t-'ork v<as 
delightful, in spite of ^ho hJird tines. At least tvo of my Englls 
st^idonts beciffie n-itionally jcnoi^n. But at the end of the year the 
School vg,3 so oroke ^;h.at tliey had to lay off about thirty fac- 
ility menber.s* This done, of course^ in reverse order fron 
their hiring, and 1 w^s one of the oisualtles* At the Horaent 
there didn^t seem to be anything w.ich to 6.0 but becoEie a. hobo. 



E'^ILOC- 19vD 

L-iere it ia nearly seventy y&nrs since the so things occurred, 

itH: and .^8 s5rine a gDod de^il oT tir^is w-is vrit:.ea* Only t-^ o of us 

in Kentucky 

nov sijrvive, Walter and I. FsLtr.^^r lled/i'^ '914-0 qnd ^t,her tr.ree 

years i-ater in Georgia; Srnpst gpen^ 58 hapoy years preaching in 

the iiorth C-ecrgiq. yet5^or}ist Cfinfe^ence ; 35jir'ey ^nd iUvf?n. vent to 

Japan as ftiitfc mssionaries, "int^ after World V.'ar II continued that 

work iri Hawaii till she vas alrn.ost ^^0] v:aiter headnd a !r:ission^rv 

I 

college in Brazil, md still preaches in the South; /preached, vas 
an English teacher* it 'Ba^sa, 5>ohoed for three years and finitlly 
found TTiy niche as a: jonrnqtlist an^i aithor in ■=*It-.sb':2rFh* 

This y^^-ir^ when Waliier^s iCit and itij'- Ruth died of heart attaoy. 
vitblr. three Tioriths, he suggested ^*?e take "i-n auto triii "^^ek throng 
tinie Co sec the pla^^os vhere ve hid lived as boys, rt st^eitied 
exoellent ids a. 

So, ir. early ^.ay 1 fleT.^ dovn to Memphis, Walter, defying his 
nearly ^0 years, drove the more than 80^ miles from his home In 
Texas, and inet nse at the airiiorti. 

That afternoon we drove over to Saulshuryj vhich, altho'agh 
greatly changed, proved to be one of the nost interesting spots 
on our itinerary ^ After 77 years, o-f course, -lO'ie of cmr friends 
reiaained, but tvo people ^^ho had co^e to the to^-n no re than 
yes.rs ago oould heiT> us i'^entify sone olacesi John Dovdy's s ore, 
1-^ter r'.in by TIrlel Daniel] Father ^s favorite high srrhool pupil; 
the pla^^e '-here the s-^'no^l had bean^ the ce^etery^ our first 
hoiase (where I had ny first ast^L-na atti^^k'-' woddard's house, 
and the tvo churches, the Baptist refaced with brick. 



Vie drove rhe six Tiiles ovei* to Gr-^nri LTunctl.on* "here the 
3e)U,the?rT irid. lilirxoi^ Cier. irii n^.f^'i to t""o3s ^.t grnde. The ■^rosslTig; 
had been 'irjdernizpd , ^nd the once "n-^sy strition s^ocjd e^ipty^ '^^it t^.e 
fefi!nbsVjr.e fsictorv v-}iere Father h--,d tike^i us to see ^be 5T3eratiori 
was 5 V ill there, iihiJugh no:. ^.-orVing rAi^t diy. 

j^ert d^y drove i cross Terries see Co Trenton^ Geo-^gia^ -3.I- 
Tiost in Tennessee ar.d al-iost in Alab^Tca- :^ur r.enhis''-, Bill Svctnan, 
had acranged for .js to cor.t^.ct cine ot his fiflnsinSj vho k:inr11y 
drove us^ ■a.ro-xnd to the n^^otSj 'TKistly fr'^^^^s* 'Ihc courtho^^se '-^'ss still 
there, is vs.s the (nov unused) s/'ation. The S'^faool had burnedi; o^jr 
house gone and forgotten,* -^nd the fine s'llphisr ST;rlr.g had been 
covered by constrijcti on^ Joh^n L. 'Jy^se's sitore ->-^3 still there, nov 
GriEe TIi,rd^rfire, rir. 'r.-y his gre^i^-grar.dson. The old :'r^sbytGr Inn 
chiirc^i vas ^o.ne, the Kethoaist .burned and replace(5 by i new one^ 
trie Baptist church, reTCiinf^i, ^nd there were tiov: a ■'^hui^ih of Christ 
-■^nd a Church of God. Trenton, vis about the only place that "r.ad 
grown (a little) or 1.0 1 shr-;nVr thro us h the yp.^rs. Ke as Iced about 
Pittsburg, or D^irhani, vhere ^-^e spent a su"(irter on Loo>:out Mountain, 
The ^lir.e vis vor^ed O'lt^ the village gone ind the pO'^t office closed, 

Ilext TiornLng we drove fror^ C"n.ittano£>jLTa to D-ivsonvllie on 
good ro^ds — a beiMtlful drive. The to^T-^: oace alynost iiiaccess- 
ible, is noT close to -i state pg^rt. The old courthouse is being 
renovated Iristde* There is a rliner ind oludr-r's house g^nd the 
flchoolhouse are gone* Surprisingly, there is still a ve&kly paper 
vlth the saae n^^e, the Dqi--son Gounty Advertiser, ^t rrrtiesbert ag 
vbo ran It in l-JI^, v-e didn't go In. 
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Go: rig froTi Athsna to ?3L'-]ior) '-t^ cqis1:1 fice thro'jgh some ^r^jsh 
the place '-"hf^re we '■■i^^d to ro fishing in the i>conGe River. Iti 
Bishop the rqiLroad Seer:ied un'7h-irLg.E;dt but the station! '■■h&ro SO 
!T.a.iy CDf firiS ^-f^re "jTo lir^it l:\ dMrl-i?; the fl-i epl(i<^':^io v-..3 gone. 
The ?'^ethO'iif?t aid Baptist chtiT'ch'^s v-&re stllT as he Tore, but the 
3(^hool v;hs gone ■ ithout a trase, is v.?is mir house. Dolnh Adaras ' 
bid garage ---is still there, b^it er^ip^y, Jtidge fiorville's field 
v'here ve had picked 2ott^n v^s no- ■■jsed for grovirig hay- 

Grossing the Arsal^io^^jTiee liver ve n.^d in riDvi'ig in 191*91 
•ife found 3ostwi^k Itl ':;he sne pli'^e, but shrunk-en. ?^ostvick Sud- 
oly 5torc stiill h^d the m,nie ''3. HalcalTit," bat i^fcke-l pretty 
seedy, -ho garage vher-e [ reTn«r:h.r;re,'^ se&i;:g irs&n. torturing a dog; 
was ezipty- The WethodisL Chtirch had bee^-'i ca'^ed ^"1 th brick, but, 
it. and the Baptist stlil stood ^leHr the ceinetery ind the ball 
field* A ne*' ^.chaol Siad been built but ^■'■45 no' 1 coTnnur<ity center, 

Dno person "■-'ho anight have rezrsesbered ue reniained: Coy Ruarl'T, 
about Walter -^L^e ^nd still aeti^e^ lived on a side street, but 
proved to be ay fro:i} hone, 

Jeriif iris burg proved alnKist non-ejcistent, except f^J- the !^eth- 
odist and B^^ptist churches » arid ^ house thit looked like, "but 
probably T-^asri't ^'Siere v^e h-id lived, A net"' brieve sciiool had besn 
built and l-^ter iised a^ riursLng Vlo e, but no--- stook va^^'3^nt. The 
stores were gone. ?he ---lid a^aleits vere still in the ^-aods, but the 
bloo^r.ing season vas ilTsost over* The station ind post office v-ere 
gone, a::d the only basiness ^^as a little new sh-^-bbily built store 
just belov the# edge nf tovn. 
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After SI iirernigh' visLt in Griff iri^ GA, with re^_^iti ves^ 
ve moved on to; Whitesbiirg , 'hp l-ist of o;..it bo/hood homes ^ and 
found ^noire of it rec-OETiizAb] vhaa -^-^ -lost Dl?ices . The r-illroad 
sUtlon Sitijrjd czDgty^ bub the Bintist ohurch iicrosa the hleh^-ay 
seeniGa little chnnged. The ^uUdinf; thit once housed Watkiris' 
store Crimp's dr-ag store nr^d tfif^ post office r.o--- stood eQi>ty. 
Gur hotise >r^s eane ^^d i newig- js^hool ?;dd rei>laGfd the pae ve is:nev. 
Beyf3rtd it Chris tlat^ church ve hil .^eli>ed b^iild stood sh^ibby and 
deserted, but one Catkins house ^.nd ^uir= Ans ley's ffor vhon v*? 
h^d chopped cotton ^nd stripped c^ne --ere little ch^aged, 

the Metho.it St church had been gLveri i brlol-c f=i.ce, nnd old 
"r, Brantley Vs house slilj stond beside the ro:id to Jones' '^lill, 
where ve used 3- L-.. The oilll ^-as goae .md the dum ^^re-iched, but 
we got 3. drink fro-^. thf. ct^ld s raring riearby. 

One TjersOPj, v^s h-<d kr^owii vas living oa a faroi ne--irby, b\3t we 
^ot mixed uo on ro^d .directions ^nd couldn't, find his house» V^e 
still"* had 1 I'^ng drive ahead, so gave it up and vent oh to 

7?' v'-' ^'f-,' i^J^Ji/vC' ' 

McMi/mville, Tenn^, for the nlgrit. 

l^ethesda, t- enty Tiiies av^y, vhere ---e h:^d first attended a 
Presbyterian church, vas hard to find, hut better, Walter hqid 
written the pastor there, ^nd he h^d told sojue aeoplc. An elder, 
the son of Walter's classntate^ Howard Bond, and he w-s ^^t the 
church e-irly. He nov o---ne the hoiise whe?e lived, and took us 
tbere. It is e^pty, but well kept, and 1 was aTna^^ed at Its beau- 
tiful stairB-^iy. The great beech trees still stand In the yard. 

The church was little changed, arid the sermon surori singly 
good, '^dlter reiDe-'-.bered tvo octogei-ar Lan woiien as schoolQi.ates . 



Th^ij Invited us to st^y for (noonj dLnr.cr, nut wet pressed on --inii 
before dirk z-eached d ilyersville, Ky . , where o^jr gi'and'^other, 
Serem ?'ii.ric-f S^'stmi:, hid b*?fin ^^nrn* 

:'4ext d-iy ve dPove to otaffordsville. "^ur cr-indf^ther Stafford 
house had besn myved ind change -Inly narts oV the din at his m.ill 
renicilned* His "i -iter horne in. neaT-by •^■lt.■■'l^;sviile is -also ^ons. We 
drovs to B;iine b-y Mud lick, vhe-re only the Volga uost office 
remains; tat at Bl^iine we fo^md thfl little house ou't narenuS built 
soon rift^^r they i^ere zn^irrladj now oo0upie<3 by 'he widoi-: of our 
only cousin regaining there. 

¥alt*?r thought he could wilJc up the tfe^endous hill to the 
farrjily cerzetcryj r&-j':^hed os^ly by tmll*. 1 didn't thinic 1 could, 
but Started, and ve both 3iade It. The cousin^ i^'ho is buried tliere, 
had enclosed t>je buryinfr [ground i^'ith a cr.un link fenoe^ rtnd his 
vldoT'- keeps it -■■ell i-^. kilned. Jur grcat-pr^ndt^io^her both grand- 
pa en ts, Father our ififant slater Ji'-s - ie are. 'imor-s those who 
L ie there , 

After l^^nch >-tth our hostess -■■■r- drove on the i:est liberty, 
vrhere we found nothing recugnL^sble but a church built - hile v& 
lived there. Our home vis gone, its spaci^ t'-'^keri by a rive^f^n^it park 

Tha" endefli tyiv ser^t iirent^il journey except for stODS at i^ich~ond 
?ind jiopliinsville to see Stafford cousins ^ onp an eccesitrls -"-hn thinir 
she has tr^Ejed her lineage back to the T^jkes of .^ackl^.ghim^ ^f'tHl^n 
tbe Conqueror and Ch^srlsriagne * It vis delightful excursion, but 
ve found that -- j-ist as you can't step in the same river t^'ice — 
you can never go hotne ag'^.ln* 



